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WHERE DID MY ANCESTORS COME FROM?

 

WHAT could I share with 4th grade students ?

● The Mayflower landed in Jamestown in 

1620 

● Columbus landed in Puerto Rico in 1493

What did my grandparents teach me? 

What did my great grandparents teach them?

What I Have Learned since joining HCGS?

● What should I teach my children?

● Which ancestors best represent my 

ancestry, considering the quantity of people 

involved?

 



HOW I HAVE CONDUCTED MY FAMILY SEARCH 

INTERVIEW MY FAMILY MEMBERS

FAMILY DOCUMENTS, LETTERS, PHOTOS

ON LOCATION RESEARCH

ACCESS RECORDS via THE INTERNET:

              CHURCH RECORDS , CIVIL REGISTRATIONS, CENSUS RECORDS
             GENEALOGY SITES AND MESSAGE BOARDS

DNA TESTING

                    ANCESTRY THRU LINES
                    FINDING AND GETTING TOGETHER WITH MY SECOND COUSINS



 

My paternal grandmother,   RAFAELA FRANCO MANZANO

told me her paternal grandparents lived to be in their 80s. 

They taught her that their family came from 

THE CANARY ISLANDS.

My father was taught  that his paternal grandfather, 

JUAN MIRANDA ROMAN sent three of his sons to

PENNSYLVANIA to be EDUCATED at a Prep School. One of 

them was my grandfather, ERNESTO O. MIRANDA.

My dad’s paternal grandmother, SOCORRO ALVAREZ OTERO, 

had post-partum depression when her youngest child was 

born and spent the rest of her life at a MENTAL INSTITUTION

in San Juan, Puerto Rico.

In the photo: RAFAELA, ERNESTO, my dad RAFAEL and his 

sister MARIA ELENA circa 1930 in PUERTO RICO



The FRANCO surname



Juan Fernandez Franco de Medina

brought 20 families to Puerto Rico 

From the CANARY ISLANDS 
According to the Royal Academy of the 
History of Spain (Real Academia de la 

Historia, España) Juan Fernandez Franco de 
Medina served as Captain in the wars 
against Flanders and was governor of 
Puerto Rico in 1698.

Source: Real Academia de la Historia, España – 

Juan Fernández Franco de Medina 

(dbe.rah.es/biografias/25311/juan-fernandez-franco-de-median).  

 Accessed 13 June 2020

JUAN FERNANDEZ 
FRANCO DE MEDINA
B. 1646 - Tenerife, Canary Is.
D. 1698 - Puerto Rico



Interviewing Family
vs. DNA Results

My mother was taught that 
her paternal grandmother was NATIVE 
PUERTO RICAN – TAINO and
Her maternal grandmother, 
MARIA RUIZ GUILLOU
died when giving birth. 

My ancestry DNA results confirm perhaps 
what I was taught. The Portuguese 
component may come from the Canary part 
of the family.



Interviewing My Family



My family stories and the DNA results have 
motivated me to search for the first Franco 
in my family to come to the Americas.

I will now share with you what I have learned 
so far from the records and documents I have 
collected from the sources recommended by 
Howard County Genealogical Society.



Here is the family tree MY DAD drew for me.



As you can see in the family tree, my dad had one brother and four sisters. 
He only included my great grandparents in the family tree. It was the information he knew  for a fact to be true.



My dad shared with me this article from 

 “The Baltimore Sun”,  July 31, 2000 

That was 20 years ago! 

He encouraged me to pursue our 

genealogy. 

Notice the number of sites listed under 

“Want to learn more”



Interviewing my family leads to a PARISH VISIT
The next person I interviewed was my dad’s sister, ALTAGRACIA in Puerto Rico. 

In 2003 my aunt Altagracia, who is also interested in genealogy, went with me to the town where 

my grandmother and my dad were born, Cataño, PUERTO RICO.

We stopped at the Parroquia de Nuestra Señora del Carmen. It is the main Catholic Church in the town 

and sits in the main square of the town. My aunt was looking for my grandmother’s baptismal records.  

That is how I learned that my grandmother had never found records of her baptism nor of her birth.  

When she had to get her first Passport, she had to submit several affidavits to confirm her name and 

place of birth. Her children looked for the records at home but  never found any. 

My grandmother died believing that her parents had never bothered
to baptize her or get for her a birth certificate.



The Parish clerk at the Parroquia de Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Cataño, Puerto Rico, found 

baptismal records for two of my grandmother’s brothers, Angel de Jesus Franco Manzano, born in 

1906 and for Jose Franco Manzano, born in 1904. On the records were the names of my great 

grandparents and the names of my great great grandparents. 

The record for Angel had information on their place of origin as follows:

   

 His Name:   ANGEL FRANCO MANZANO (b. 1906)

 His Parents:   NATALIO FRANCO  and Eusebia Manzano 

 Paternal Grandparents:   TOMAS FRANCO and Catalina de Jesus 

 Maternal Grandparents:  Diego Manzano and Eduviges Flores





The Parish clerk at the  Parroquia de Nuestra Señora 
del Carmen, Cataño, Puerto Rico was not able to find 
my  grandmother’s baptismal certificate.  

After joining the Howard County Genealogical 
Society  I learned that many Catholic Church records 
had been scanned and made available online by the 
Mormon Church.

Even today, the town of Cataño is tiny. I had the 
suspicion that it would not be impossible to find my 
Grandmother’s baptismal certificate if I took the time 
to search through the book of baptisms for the year 
1898. 

Because my great grandparents had baptized two of 
their children, for sure, they would have baptized all of 
their children.



I spent hours searching online for my grandmother’s baptism record and I FOUND IT!

The record I found online for the Parroquia de Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Cataño was in the Births Book for 

1894 to feb. 1904, Folio 148, No. 29. It states the following:

“In this Parish of Nstr. Señora del Carmen de Cataño Palo-seco diócesis of Pto. Rico on the 
twenty first of September of one thousand eight hundred and eighty eight, I the Parrish priest D. 
Jose Torres Diaz, solemnly baptized with the name of Braulia Rafaela, a girl born on the twelfth 
day of April of one thousand eight hundred and ninety eight, natural daughter of Eusebia 
Manzano. Her godparents were Diego Ricardo Orta and Leocadia Franco whom I informed of 
their spiritual duties and obligations as godparents.”

It turned out that no one had thought of looking for my grandmother’s records under her mother’s maiden 

name: Manzano instead of her dad’s last name: FRANCO.  Leocadia was Natalio’s sister, my aunt Altagracia 

told me. Her mother’s name was correct. My family now has information that my grandmother never had 

while she was alive.



 Birth Records and The Spanish American War
Natalio, her dad, was not in her baptismal certificate!

COULD IT BE THAT NATALIO FRANCO DE JESUS WAS NOT HER DAD?  

Before looking further into the Canary Island Ancestry I had to make sure that Natalio Franco was indeed 

my biological grandfather.  I needed to do more research on Natalio Franco de Jesus, otherwise the 

Canary Islands ancestry theory would not be valid. 

It is worthwhile noting at this point that according to my grandmother’s birth certificate, she was born on 

April 12, 1898, when Puerto Rico was part of Spain, just before the beginning of  the Spanish American War 

on April 25, 1898.   On July 25, 1898, US Forces invaded Puerto Rico. (See source below)

My grandmother was baptized on September 21, 1898. At the time, the northeast part of the island was 

under Spanish control, while the southwest part of the island was under US control. 

 Had my grandfather Natalio been away at the time of the baptism, because of the war?

Source: Article Title:U.S. forces invade Puerto Rico - History.com Editors – URL https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/puerto-rico-invaded 
Access Date: July 28, 2020  Publisher:A&E Television Networks



With the signing of the Treaty of Paris of December 10, 1898, Spain ceded all of Puerto Rico to the US.

 The Jones Act of 1917 granted US Citizenship to all Puerto Ricans.

Lago, J. M. Latest map of island of Portosic Rico, new territory U.S.A. New York: Colton, Ohman & Co, 1898. Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, 
<www.loc.gov/item/2006626019/>.   https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4970.ct001519/?r=-0.12,0.065,0.457,0.226,0   Accessed 18 July 2020.

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4970.ct001519/?r=-0.12,0.065,0.457,0.226,0


So who was 
Natalio Franco de Jesus?

Natalio Franco de Jesus was my great grandfather.  His ancestors 
migrated to Puerto Rico from the Canary Islands.

My grandmother told me that Natalio never consented to sending 
her to school, even though all of her brothers did go to school. He 
assigned her chores in the kitchen instead.   She  learned how to 
skin, clean, season and cook fish, while standing on a chair in order 
to reach the countertop.  She became an excellent cook.  She learned 
that family meals kept the family united.

In his senior years both Natalio  and my great grandmother lived 
with my grandmother’s family.  Natalio used to walk my dad’s twin 
sisters to school. 

My dad told me that when Natalio was in his 80s a car hit him while 
crossing the road, had a heart attack and died. 

Everyone but my grandmother had fond memories of him.



My great grandparents wed on the same day. that 

my grandmother married my grandfather, May 6, 

1918.  Their weddings were recorded side by side:

Registros Civiles de Santurce
Cataño: Matrimonios 1913-1931
Folio: 298 -back-  No. 73
Ernesto Miranda y Otero con Rafaela Franco y Manzano

Folio: 299  No. 74
Natalio Franco y de Jesus con Eusebia Manzano y Flores

SOURCE:  “Puerto Rico, Registro Civil, 1805-2001,” 
(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.3.1/TH-1-  

159385-356601-10?cc=1682798 : accessed 2 April 2016



Wedding Certificate: Natalio Franco y de Jesus con Eusebia Manzano y Flores

In Cataño P.R. at nine in the morning of the six of May of  one thousand nine hundred eighteen, I, Antonio R. 

Rodríguez, in charge of the Civil Registry, certify that there are not antecedents that would prevent me from 

certifying the transcription that I am going to make, of the pertinent facts in an affidavit and a certification that a 

marriage took place, which were filed in this office and which I have in front of me, the facts being as follows; 

1. THAT IN Cataño P.R., on the fourth day of May of the year one thousand nine hundred eighteen, before 

Lorenzo Lojo Álvarez, Judge of the Peace of  Cataño the civil wedding was held and that at nine in the morning  

civil  contracted marriage Natalio Franco y de Jesús, fifty seven years old, single, of Cataño P.R.,  of 

profession sailor, natural of Cataño P.R.  and living at house number 5 of Calle del Tren de Cataño and 

Eusebia Manzano y Flores, forty five years old, single, of profession home maker, natural of San Juan P.R. . and 

living at house number 5 of Calle del Tren de Cataño.

2. That the groom Natalio Franco y de Jesús is the legitimate son of Tomas Franco and Catalina de 

Jesús natural of Cataño P.R.  of White race, deceased the same and a widow, seventy years old, home 

maker and resident in Cataño the second and the Bride Eusebia Manzano y Flores is the natural daughter 

of Diego Manzano and Eduviges Flores, natural of San Juan of White race, both deceased.



3. That neither the person declaring nor the named Eusebia Manzano y Flores have any of the discapacities 

described in the art. 171 y 172 del Código Civil de P. Rico whose content is known to us

4. That the Bride and the Groom declare to have five children and that with this wedding certificate 

they are LEGITIMIZED according to art 190 of the [United States] of  Puerto Rico being the names of such 

children Julio Franco,  Rafaela Franco, Manuel Franco, José Franco and Jesús Franco thus confirming and 

designating to them with this act the last names of their mother,and of their father in other words Manzano 

and Franco. 

This marriage was verified before the witnesses present Rafael Maldonado living at house number 5 of Calle 

del Tren y Francisco Ginono living at house number 118 of Calle Carretera de Cataño and was read and 

approved  and sealed with the oficial seal of this office and after being signed by those who knew how to sign 

and signed by those assigned to sign on behalf of those who did not know how to,  I signed below

Antonio  R.Rodriquez

___________________________

In charge of Registro Civil





 1910 - US Census Records – Cataño, Bayamon, Puerto Rico



While building my family tree on the ancestry.com site, a hint for possible matching records for my 

grandfather popped up.  When I opened the link I found this photo of my great grandfather from 1918!   The 

I.D. would probably place him in the midst of the San Juan harbor in 1918, and maybe also there in 1898, 

when my grandmother was born. Look at the similarities with my DAD!



Source: US Applications for Seaman’s Protection Certificates, 1916 – 1940 : Washington, D.C.; The National Archives and Records Administration; Application for 
Seaman´s Protection Certificates; NAI: 2788575; Record Group Title: Records of the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation; Record Group Number: 41; Box 
Number: 004 – Sa  - Publisher: ancestry.com Accessed: 13 June, 2020

Interesting Facts – A US Customs Service Coastwise I.D. for Natalio Franco



Source: “Rules for Harbor Craft, New Treasury Department licensing Regulations 
also cover Coastwise Vessels”. (source: New York Times ARCHIVES - PRINT 
EDITION June 28, 1918) Accessed : Apri 16, 2020

 According to this New York Times article from 1918, as of June 10, 1918, all boats 
propelled by sail or motor power, in whole or in part, and all other craft over 
twenty feet operating in a port of entry were required to be specially licensed by 
the Captain of the Port.

PROOF of US CITIZENSHIP would be required to avoid being in 

violation of the ESPIONAGE Act, for vessels operating at ports of entry.

San Juan, Puerto Rico, like BALTIMORE and New York was a US port of entry in 
1918, which explains why my great grandfather had to have the proof of US 
Citizenship at the time.



Direct FRANCO Ancestors



Having established my relationship to Natalio Franco and the identity of 

his parents, I was able to look for records of my great great grandfather. 

Tomas Franco’s death certificate was available online.



Tomas Franco’s death certificate has the following information about him:

       He died at the age of 97 in 1907. (b. 1810?)
       He was natural of SAN JUAN – ( Puerto Rico)
       He was a sailor, 
       His race was White, 
       He was the legitimate son of FRANCISCO FRANCO (b. ¿Circa 1780?)
       and MANUELA MORALES ( c 1790?) both natural of SAN JUAN, both deceased.
       On his death he was married to  (illegible first name) Reyes de Jesus
       He left behind 5 children:  Victoriano, Fabian, NATALIO, Martina and LEOCADIA

TOMAS FRANCO Y MORALES’S  death certificate confirms his relationship to my great 
grandfather, NATALIO  and to my great grand aunt, LEOCADIA whose name appears on my 
grandmother’s bautismal certificate.  



1907 Death Certificate for Tomas Franco y Morales- 97 yrs old 

Tomo: Defunciones 1904-1907
Folio 255  Number 10

Citation: "Puerto Rico, Registro Civil, 1805-2001," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:9Q97-YSRP-P79?cc=1682798&wc=9PTL-Y49%3A129439401%2C129455
901 : 14 October 2014), Cataño > Defunciones 1904-1907 > image 130 of 179; oficinas del ciudad, Puerto Rico (city 
offices, Puerto Rico).
 
In the town of Cataño, jurisdiction of  Bayamón at three in the afternoon of the first day of February of one thousand 
nine hundred seven, Don Francisco Aracil, natural, of and resident of San Juan, thirty six years old, married, industrial, 
appeared before D. Antonio d. Rodríguez Mayor of said town and Jacinto LaSalle y Varilla, actuarian,  in order to 
manifest that Tomas Franco y Morales, natural of San Juan,  neighbor of Bayamón, resident of this town, ninety 
seven years old, sailor, white , died at twelve noon today , as a  consequence of brain congestion, to duly report 
the death as a friend of the deceased.
 



In view of the manifested and of the voluntary nature of the certification presented to the effect, the Mayor 

instructed that the present act be extended providing therein the following circumstances.

 
That the deceased was the legitimate son of Francisco Franco and Manuela Morales both 

Natural of  San Juan,  both deceased. That at the time of his death he was married with Maria Reyes de 

Jesús. That he leaves five children named:  Victoriano, Fabián, NATALIO, Martina and LEOCADIA. That  he 

left no property and that his remains shall be buried in the Cemetery of this town. 

 

All of which was witnessed by Don Antonio Fernández, y D. Enrique Cruz, of legal age and neighbors of 

Bayamón. This act was read in its entirety and the persons who would sign it were invited to read it on their 

own, signed by the Mayor and the witnesses and the declarant of which as actuarian I certify.

 

Signatures of:

Antonio Rodriguez, Francisco Aracil, Antonio Fernandez, Enrique Cruz , Jacinto Lasalle



           Tomas Franco 1903 wedding at 80 yrs old

 



Matrimonio de TOMAS FRANCO Y MARIA DE JESUS REYES

Parroquia de Nuestra Señora del Carmen, Cataño, PUERTO RICO

Matrimonios 1781-1931 vols. 1-2 

FOLIO 39; NO. 124

In this  Holy  Church, the Parish of Catano y Palo Seco on the eighteenth of November of nineteen hundred 

three, I the undersigned Priest of the same, following the legal requisites, I performed in FACIE ECCLESIAE, 

they expressed words of mutual consent to join in matrimony TOMAS FANCO of eighty years old, widow, 

industrial, legitimate son of FRANCISCO FRANCO and MANUELA MORALES with MARIA DE LOS REYES JESUS 

of forty six years old, single of domestic profession, natural of Vega Baja, neighbor of Catano, legitimate 

daughter of Antonio de Jesus and Carmen de la Erre. The witnesses were Don Rafael Zuluaga and Don Pedro 

Elias, neighbors of Catano. They received confesion and participated in a nuptial mass. I give faith.

Signed. Agustin Rexach.



VICTORIANO ( FRANCO) DE JESUS

Parroquia de LA SANTA CRUZ, BAYAMON, PUERTO RICO

Bautismos 1856-1878 ; FOLIO 113 (BACK) ; NO. 345

In this Parish of Santa Cruz, Bayamon, Island of Puerto Rico, on the second day of October eighteen sixty four, I 

Prsbo. Dn. Mariano Lopez, Parish Priest of the same, gave permission to baptize as in efecto the priest Ygnacio 

Santos of the Company of Jesus did baptize and put oils and chrism to a boy who was born on the tenth of 

January to whom he gave the name of Victoriano, natural son of Catalina de Jesus, maternal grandparents 

were Atonio and Carmen Caseres.  His godparents were

FRANCISCO FRANCO AND MANUELA MORALES, to whom I advised of their spiritual relationship and 

obligations, of which I give faith.

 

Signed: Mariano Lopez



Francisco Franco and Manuela Morales godparents 1864

 



In this Parish of Santa Cruz, Bayamon, Island of Puerto Rico, on the eighth day of October 
eighteen sixty four, I Prsbo. Dn. Mariano Lopez, Parish Priest of the same, solemnly baptized and 
put oils and chrism and the name of MONSERRATE to a girl who was born on the eighth of  
September of last year natural son of PILAR FRANCO, maternal grandparents were FRANCISCO 
FRANCO AND MANUELA MORALES, the godmother was Manuela Hernandez to whom I advised 
of her spiritual relationship and obligations, of which I give faith.
 
Signed: Mariano Lopez



Francisco Franco and Manuela Morales grandparents 1864

 



In this Parish of Santa Cruz, Bayamon, Island of Puerto Rico, on the
second day of October eighteen sixty four, I Prsbo. Dn. Mariano Lopez,
Parish Priest of the same, gave permission to the priest Ygnacio Santos of the Company of Jesus 
and in effect he did solemnly baptize and put oils and chrism to a boy who was born on the tenth 
of January to whom he gave the name of VICTORIANO, natural son of CATALINA DE JESUS, 
maternal grandparents were Antonio and Carmen (illegible). 

His godparents were FRANCISCO FRANCO AND MANUELA MORALES, to whom I advised of their 
spiritual relationship and obligations, of which I give faith.
Signed: Mariano Lopez

                     FRANCISCO FRANCO WAS ALIVE IN 1864



DNA Testing – Ancestry.com Thru Lines – THE DESCENDANTS



My sister my Grandmother my First Cousisns and My DNA Matches  



                    Y- DNA HAPLOGROUPS 

In addition to the records I have found where my Franco ancestors have been 
named, I have been able to recognize the names of my great grandfather’s sisters, 
Marta and Leocadia in the “Thru Lines” corresponding to my aunt Altagracia’s 
DNA and family tree.
 
I have not yet researched the Franco haplogroup, I did find DNA matches 
associated with Y-DNA haplogroups.



 



Conclusion
Even though I have been able to find records of my direct ancestors who were probably born in 
the late 1700s, in the Parish Records and the Civil Records of San Juan, Catano and Bayamon, 
Puerto Rico, I have not been able to determine so far with evidence, where their ancestors came 
from. 

There was definitely a Franco family from the Canary Islands that migrated to Puerto Rico in the 
late 1600s. In view of any evidence contradicting that premise, I will continue to quote my 
grandmother statement that they were from the Canaries.

As far as I know I am the only Franco descendant that has moved to Maryland. 
I would be the link to my Maryland-born children to the Canary Islands! 



95th birthday of Altagracia in 2018


